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Screen 16

A before and after satellite picture of the ice shelf is now showing on the 
screen.

Patrick:
But the ice shelves are breaking up, and the sea ice is thinner. It’s 
happening quite quickly too. Sometimes after a penguin has been out 
hunting he returns to fi nd that the ice has broken away and his family 
has drifted off.
Many chicks and eggs are lost at sea.

Professor Green:
Is there anywhere else you can live?

Patrick:
Not really, we are adapted to live here. And if you remember, we can’t 
fl y anyway.

Professor Green:
So where do you keep your eggs, and how do you raise the chicks 
when they hatch?

Screen 17

Patrick:
The male penguins sit on them and keep them warm until they’re ready.

Professor Green:
Don’t you squash them?

Patrick:
Nah, we balance them on our feet. Like this...

Patrick lifts his feet to reveal a chick has been there all along.

Professor Green:
Wow you penguin lot are multi-talented.

Patrick:
Well we have to be inventive. Particularly these days, with what’s 
happening to our habitat.
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Screen 18 

Professor Green:
So, is there anything I can do to help?

Patrick:
Well, I was wondering what was causing these changes. What’s 
causing the ice to melt, and why there is less fi sh, squid and krill 
to eat?

Professor Green:
It’s global warming I’m afraid.

Patrick:
What’s global warming?

PAUSE FOR TEACHER TO ASK THE QUESTION:
What is global warming?

Screen 19

We can see images of the things that are causing global warming on 
the screen as Professor Green uses his remote to click through them.

Professor Green:
Global warming is caused by the fact the more and more Carbon 
Dioxide is being released into the atmosphere.

Patrick:
Why is that?

Screen 20

Professor Green:
It’s because humans are using more energy than ever before for 
industry, for heating, and for transport. More fuel is being used, and as 
it is being used it’s releasing more and more chemicals that trap heat in 
the atmosphere.
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Screen 21

We can now see a scientifi c diagram of the Sun’s heat being trapped in 
the atmosphere.

TEACHER PAUSE POINT: The teacher can discuss what types of 
fuel create carbon dioxide / greenhouse gases.

Screen 22

Professor Green shows us an image of the ice melting.

Patrick:
So is just me that’s being affected?

Professor Green:
I’m afraid not Patrick.

Screen 23

As Professor Green talks we see a sequence of corresponding images.

Professor Green:
It’s affecting us all Patrick.
Storms are getting worse in many places.
And the storms are causing fl ooding.
The fl ooding is driving people from their homes.
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Screen 24

Professor Green:
Even though some places are getting wetter. Lots are getting drier. 
Causing crops to fail. Which is depriving people of food.

Screen 25

We see an image of a Polar Bear uncomfortably balancing on a glacier.

Professor Green:
And our friends the Polar Bears are also suffering.

Patrick:
So what can we do to stop this process?

Professor Green:
Well it’s not all gloom and doom Patrick. There is actually a lot we can 
do...and a lot of it is being done. Look I can show you.

Screen 26

Professor Green shows an image of a wind turbine.

Professor Green:
We can cut down on burning fuels by using alternative energies that 
harness nature’s power.

PAUSE FOR TEACHER TO ASK THE QUESTION:
Ask some questions about wind turbines.
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Screen 27

PAUSE FOR TEACHER TO ASK THE QUESTION:
Ask some questions about other forms of alternative energy.

Screen 28

Professor Green is now showing an image of a futuristic bus and train.

Professor Green:
We can use public transport more. And develop new types of transport 
that use less fuel. We can also develop transport using new fuels which 
don’t affect the environment.

Screen 29

We can now see some recycling pictures on the screen.

Professor Green:
We can increase the amount of recycling we do, and by making sure 
we use recycled products.
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Screen 30

Professor Green:
Well we’ve certainly learnt a lot from Patrick. Thanks mate!

Patrick:
It’s okay. Thanks for popping over. Also thanks for telling me more about 
global warming. Everything is a lot clearer to me now. I hope we can 
sort everything out before my home melts.

Professor Green:
Sure we will. And not without a little help from everyone.

Professor Green points to the audience.

Professor Green:
Right everyone. Now it’s your turn. Your can also help the environment. 
Here’s some things to get you started: Walk to school.

Screen 31

Professor Green:
Switch lights off...

Screen 32

Professor Green:
...Close windows and doors



Primary Lesson Plans (KS2/P1-P3)
  Assembly: Professor Green Interviews...

14

Screen 33

Professor Green:
...Turn appliances off

Screen 34

Professor Green:
Discuss with the teacher what you can do to fi nd out more about energy 
saving. I’m off to a different place to speak to another one of my friends.

BYE PATRICK. BYE EVERYONE!




