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Generation Green KS3 Assembly Plan

This assembly plan has been developed to help you get Generation Green off to a good start in your school,
and inspire pupils about environmental issues.

Topic: Generation Green - Saving energy in our school. Age range: ks3 (11 to 14).

Aim: Preparations: Timing:
* Energy: Why do you need to save Overhead projector and screen 15 minutes
it?

Slide 1. ‘The planet at night’

¢ Introduction to Generation Green: Print off questionnaire

An energy saving programme

Bring up slide 1 ‘the planet at night’.

Question 1: Who can tell me what this is a picture of?

Explain that the image of the Earth’s lights was compiled by NASA from photographs taken by Meteorological
Satellite Program. Make it clear that it would be impossible to capture this image in one shot because it would
never be night all over the planet at the same time. The image is a montage of photographs taken via satellite.

@ Question 2: Which countries have the largest concentration of lights? &

Explain that the brightest concentration of lights does not necessarily mean the most populated area. For example
China, the most populated country on earth, has relatively few lights compared to Western Europe and the east
coast of America. Most of Africa and South America are relatively dark in comparison to some areas of the planet.

Question 3: Can anyone tell me why they think this is?

Tell pupils that countries in Africa and South America are now developing at extraordinary rate. This means more
infrastructure, cars, roads, businesses, homes and schools. These developing communities are going to need a
huge amount of electricity. Meanwhile, the number of people living in developed countries is also increasing and
these people also need more energy to sustain their everyday lives.

Over 80% of the world’s energy comes from burning fossil fuels such as coal, gas and oil. These are non-renewable
resources which means that one day we will run out of them. At present we cannot rely on renewable energy such as
wind, solar, and water to supply all our energy demands, so something needs to be done. Not only this, but burning
fossil fuels produces harmful levels of carbon dioxide which can not be absorbed by the plants’ natural cycle. Too
much carbon dioxide in the Earth’s atmosphere escalates the speed of climate change and can have catastrophic
effects on the environments.

(You could put together a PowerPoint of poignant images to help reinforce this fact)
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